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Paul L. Gareau is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Native Studies and is a Research Fellow 

for the Rupertsland Centre for Métis Research at the University of Alberta. He holds a Bachelors 

of Religious Studies and Anthropology in 2006 as well as a Master’s Degree in History and 

Philosophy of Religion in 2009 both from Concordia University in Montreal. He has received a 

Doctorate in Religious Studies in 2016 from the University of Ottawa under Dr. Lori Beaman 

looking at the identity politics of Catholic evangelical youth with a thesis entitled, “Journeying to 

the Father: Researching Faith and Identity in a Contemporary Catholic Youth Movement in 

Canada.” He was a student team member of the Religion and Diversity Project. 

 

His research is grounded in critical theory and methodology relating to the social and cultural 

impacts of religion on identity formation. His academic publications and community research 

projects explore the influence of Catholicism on early and late modern identity, the legacy of 

colonial discourses on Indigenous and ethno-cultural minorities, and the multiplicity of 

experience in rural spaces. His research focuses on the Métis and religion, Indigenous lifeways, 

youth, gender, la francophonie, and rural Canada. 


