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Event Description:

With support from the Lupina Centre for Spirituality, Healthcare and Ethics, the Religion and
Diversity Project and the Department for the Study of Religion, and organized by the Religion in the
Public Sphere initiative, the Care of Souls and the Soul of Care workshop focused on the pressures
and possibilities that religious diversity can have on healthcare in urban centres. Workshop
participants included academics, healthcare practitioners, spiritual care administrators, bioethicists, a
traditional healer, a cultural/religious translator and policy-makers. Noteworthy themes emerging
from this workshop included: the possibility of the hospital as a community, concerns with a
hospital-centric approach to healthcare, the changing role of the hospital in the healthcare trajectory
and evoking the law in hospital (and concerns with the lack of representation from the sphere of law
in the workshop); the suggestion that religious affiliation could reduce access to certain people,
whereas “traditional” or “mainstream” religious practitioners might have greater access; the problems
of economic efficiency; broaching the topic of religion and spirituality with patients and the place of
minority healthcare professionals; human rights concerns with measuring diversity and the potential
for competing rights and responsibilities of patient and service providers.



