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This fall we will hold our fourth annual team meeting as well as the Religion and Diversity Project’s midterm 

review.  As I reflect on the project after three and a half years, it is encouraging to see that we have met our 

milestone goals and in fact surpassed them with some collaborations and initiatives that were unanticipated at the 

time we identified our initial goals. Given the pace with which issues around religion and diversity develop, to me 

this is an indication of our ability to both remain focused on the core objectives of the project, and to be flexible 

enough to respond to issues as they arise. Importantly, as new issues arise we have been able to attract additional 

funding through SSHRC, ESRC, FAPESP/CALDO and our own universities. We have also been able to develop 

independent projects that explore more deeply some of the research questions raised under our broad mandate.  In 

sum, we have engaged in public dialogue, contributed to policy revisions, collaborated with new partners, held 17 

workshops and published numerous academic articles, a special issue of Studies in Religion, and 5 edited collections. 

 

At this mid-way point it is important to think carefully about what we want to accomplish in the second half 

of the project. Religion continues to be a magnet for public debate and conversation, as is evidenced by the current 

Québec Charter of Values controversy on which many of our team members have weighed in in various public 

ways, making important contributions to this heated discussion. Our workshop “Whose Religion? Education about 

religion in public schools,” funded through a SSHRC Connection grant (November 4-6, 2013 at the University of 

Ottawa, see page 4) has attracted an unprecedented amount of interest, indicating that this is an area that we may 

want to explore more deeply. The ‘Linking Classrooms’ initiative developed by Nancy Nason-Clark and Cathy 

Holtmann brings together classrooms and scholars from across the country, serving as a space of dialogue on 

current and pressing research regarding religious diversity.  Moreover, although our initial comparative framework 

remains salient, it has become apparent that other teams are doing research that could be brought into 

conversation with our own. Thus we have developed links with CARD (Denmark), RELIGARE (Europe), IMPACT 

(Sweden) and CEBRAP (Brazil) that we hope will generate findings that offer a more global picture of patterns of 

responses to diversity in law, education, health and on the issue of religion in the public sphere.  

 

Our annual team meeting in Ottawa (October 31-November 1) will include presentations from team 

members and students as well as research results from linked projects, including presentations by Kim Knott, Jim 

Beckford, Barbara Thériault, Peter Beyer, Pamela Dickey Young, and Nancy Nason-Clark. The original theme of the 

meeting “A Cultural Divide?” will be explored in a panel by Benjamin Berger, Paul Bramadat, Peter Beyer, and 

Solange Lefebvre. Giomny Ruiz Fernandez and Aldea Mulhern will present their graduate research, which has 

received funding through the project’s Graduate Research Grants. We will also host Teemu Taira (Turku) and 

Elizabeth Poole (Keele University)  as visiting scholars and draw on their expertise in the area of religion and media 

as well as for our Graduate Student workshop, which will be facilitated by Kim Knott November 4-5, 2013 at the 

University of Ottawa (see page 7).   

 

These brief comments only touch on the research activities of the Religion and Diversity team. The pages of 

this newsletter offer more detail, and a comprehensive record of our project is contained on our website 

(www.religionanddiversity.ca). As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions.  

 

 

Lori G. Beaman   

Project Director 

 

Letter from Director 

 

http://www.religionanddiversity.ca/
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Lettre de la directrice  

Nous organiserons cet automne notre quatrième rencontre annuelle ainsi que l’examen à mi-parcours du 

Projet religion et diversité. En réfléchissant au projet après trois ans et demi, il est encourageant de constater que nous 

avons atteint nos objectifs et que nous les avons même dépassés grâce aux collaborations et aux initiatives qui 

étaient imprévisibles lorsque nous avons établis nos objectifs initiaux. Étant donnée le rythme auquel les questions 

entourant la religion et la diversité surgissent, ceci est selon moi une indication de notre capacité à demeurer axé 

sur les objectifs fondamentaux de ce projet et d’être suffisamment flexible pour répondre aux questions lorsqu’elles 

se présentent. Il est important de noter qu’à mesure que ces nouvelles questions émergent, nous avons été capable 

d’obtenir des fonds supplémentaires du CRSH, ESRC, FAPESP/CALDO et de nos propres universités. Nous avons 

également été en mesure d’élaborer des projets indépendants qui explorent plus profondément les questions de 

recherches soulevées dans le cadre de notre vaste mandat. Somme toute,  nous nous sommes engagés dans un 

dialogue public, nous avons contribué aux révisions de politiques, nous avons collaboré avec de nouveaux 

partenaires, nous avons organisé 17 ateliers et nous avons publié de nombreux articles académiques, un numéro 

spécial de Studies in Religion ainsi que cinq collections publiées.  

À mi-chemin, il est important de réfléchir soigneusement à ce que nous désirons accomplir dans la seconde 

moitié du projet. Tel que le démontre la controverse courante entourant la Charte des valeurs québécoise, la 

religion soulève toujours des débats publics et des conversations dans lesquels plusieurs de nos membres sont 

intervenus publiquement de différentes façons et en contribuant de manières importantes à ces discussions animées. 

Notre atelier intitulé « Whose Religion? Education about religion in public schools », financé par les Subventions 

Connexion du CRSH (4 au 6 novembre, 2013 à l’Université d’Ottawa, voir page 4), a suscité un intérêt sans 

précédent indiquant que ce domaine devrait possiblement exploré davantage.  Le projet « Linking Classrooms », 

élaboré par Nancy Nason-Clark et Cathy Holtmann, rassemble des salles de classe et des universitaires de partout 

au pays tout en servant d’espace de dialogue sur les recherches courantes et urgentes au sujet de la diversité de la 

religion. Par ailleurs, même si notre cadre comparatif initial demeure fondamental, il est devenu apparent que les 

recherches menées par les autres groupes pourraient être intégrées à notre recherche. C’est ainsi que nous avons 

créé des liens avec CARD (Danemark), RELIGARE (Europe), IMPACT (Suède) et CEBRAP (Brésil) qui, espérons-

nous, généreront des résultats qui offriront une plus vaste perspective sur les tendances de réponses liées à la 

diversité dans les domaines du droit, de l’éducation, de la santé et aux questions liées à la religion dans la sphère 

publique.          

Notre rencontre d’équipe annuelle qui aura lieu à Ottawa (31 octobre au 1 novembre) comprendra des 

présentations de nos membres de l’équipe et de nos membres étudiants ainsi que des présentations de résultats de 

recherche issues de projets liés par Kim Knott, Jim Beckford, Barbara Thériault, Peter Beyer, Pamela Dickey Young 

et Nancy Nason-Clark. Le thème original de la rencontre « Un écart culturel? » sera exploré par un panel composé 

de Benjamin Berger, Paul Bramadat, Peter Beyer, et Solange Lefebvre. Giomny Ruiz Fernandez et Aldea Mulhern 

présenteront leurs recherches menées aux cycles supérieurs pour lesquelles ils ont reçu du financement des 

Subventions de recherche pour les étudiants gradués dans le cadre de notre projet. Nous accueillerons également 

Teemu Taira (Turku) et Elizabeth Poole (Keele University) comme chercheurs invités et nous profiterons de leur 

expertise dans le domaine de la religion et des médias de même que lors de notre Atelier pour étudiants gradués 

qui sera animé par Kim Knott qui  aura lieu du 4 au 5 novembre 2013 à l’université d’Ottawa (voir page 7). 

Ces brefs commentaires abordent uniquement les activités de recherche de l’équipe Religion et diversité. Ce 

bulletin offre davantage de détail tandis que le dossier complet du projet est disponible sur notre site web 

(www.religionanddiversity.ca). Comme toujours, nous vous invitons à nous faire part de vos commentaires et de vos 

suggestions.  
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Topics on Modern Muslim Women 

Rubina Ramji’s database entitled "Topics on Modern Muslim Women" is now available online 

(http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/projects-and-results/ongoing-research-projects/research-projects-strand). 

This database brings together sources on a range of topics related to Muslim women, offering a quick and 

detailed resource. 

The database was the result of a Strand 3 initiative aiming to better understand how 

gender relates to human rights and religious values.  

Religion, Gender and Sexuality among Youth in Canada Survey 

  

With over 500 survey responses submitted, 

Pamela Dickey Young, Heather Shipley and Ian 

Cuthbertson will begin the interview and video 

diary phase of this project in fall 2013.  Results 

to date will be presented October 31, 2013 to 

the team.  

 
 

  

New and Ongoing Research  

Congratulations to this year’s recipients of the Religion and Diversity Project’s 

research.  Find out more about projects by Pascale Fournier, Christopher 
Helland, Pamela Klassen, Nancy Nason-Clark, Michael Wilkinson, Peter 

Beyer and Pamela Dickey Young on our website 

(http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/projects-and-results/ongoing-research-  

  projects/research-projects-strand/). 

 

Religion, Discourse and Diversity: UK-Canada Collaboration Workshop 

The first “Religion, Discourse and Diversity” workshop organized by Kim Knott was held from May 17-

18, 2013 in London, UK. A follow up meeting is being held in Ottawa on October 30, 2013. Research 

results from this project will be presented at the Religion and Diversity Project Annual Team Meeting on 

Thursday, October 31, 2013. 

 

 

Project Updates and Research News 
The Religion and Diversity Project team is hard at work on numerous research fronts.  

 

http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/projects-and-results/ongoing-research-projects/research-projects-strand
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Impact of Religion: Challenges for Society, Law and 

Democracy  

Solange Lefebvre, Richard Moon, 

Heather Shipley, Lori G. Beaman, and 

Winnifred Sullivan participated in the 

interdisciplinary conference held in 

Uppsala, Sweden from May 20-22, 2013. The sessions offered a forum 

for sharing research on the role of religion in both the public and 

private sphere.  
 
 

Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences 

(CFHSS) Conference 

Held June 1–4, 2013 at the University of Victoria 

in Victoria, B.C., Congress saw a panel organized 

by Rubina Ramji, which focused on the Growing 

Up Canadian: Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists book that publishes results from 

Peter Beyer’s research on immigrant youth. Paul Bramadat participated 

in panels on Religion in the Public Sphere: East and West. Michael 

Wilkinson presented “Lonnie Frisbee: The Life and Death of a Hippie 

Preacher,” a film by David di Sabatino. 
 
 

International Society for the Sociology of Religion (ISSR) 

Conference 

The ISSR conference in Turku, Finland, was held from June 27-30 and 

saw participation from many Religion and Diversity Project team members. 

Lori G. Beaman and Valérie Amiraux organized a session entitled “Law 

and Religion in Plural Societies: Objective Alliance or Marriage of 

Convenience?” James Beckford organized a session on “Social Theory 

and Religion” while also presenting a paper on “‘Community’ and 

Theory in the Sociology of Religion.” Donald Boisvert presented 

“Québec’s Ethics and Religious Culture Curriculum: A Critical 

Perspective,” André Laliberté on “Religious philanthropy in China, 

Taiwan, and Hong Kong.” Barbara Thériault organized a session on 

“Manifestations of Religion in a Captive Community” and later 

presented, “Wearing the Rosary. Religious Forms and Fashion at a 

Women’s Jail.” Student Team Member Stéphanie Gravel presented 

“Québec’s Ethics and Religious Culture Curriculum: Teachers and     

Impartiality.” 

 

 

 

Learning and Networking 
Find out about conferences, workshops and lectures that took place over 

the past few months.  

 

Mark your Calendars 
Upcoming events to take note of:  

 

 October 30, 2013, 
Professional Development 

Workshop led by Nancy 

Nason-Clark. Ottawa, 

Ontario. 
 October 30, 2013, 

Religion, Media and 

Discourse Diversity 

Workshop. Ottawa, 

Ontario. 

 October 30- November 

7, 2013, Teemu Taira 

visiting fellow at the 

University of Ottawa. 

Ottawa, Ontario. 

 October 30-31, 2013, 
Midterm Review. Ottawa, 

Ontario. 
 October 31-November 

1, 2013, Annual Team 

Meeting, Ottawa, Ontario. 
 November 4, 2013, 

Public lecture by Adam 

Dinham. Ottawa, Ontario. 

 November 4-6, 2013, 
Whose Religion? Education 

about religion in public 

schools. Workshop. Ottawa, 

Ontario. 
 November 4-5, 2013, 

Graduate Student 

Workshop Series 2:1. 

Ottawa, Ontario. 

 November 8-10, 2013, 
Society for the Scientific 

Study of Religion (SSSR). 

Boston, Massachusetts. 
 November 23-26, 2013, 

American Academy of 

Religion (AAR).   
Baltimore, Maryland. 
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Association for the Sociology of Religion (ASR) 

At the 75th annual meeting, held in New York City August 10-12, 2013, Prema Kurien presented 

“Majority versus Minority Religious Status and the Ethno- Religious Activism of Indian Americans” and 

James T. Richardson presented “Freedom of Religion in Prison: A Sociology of Law Analysis of the 

History and Consequences of the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act.”  

 

 

Visiting Fellows  
The Religion and Diversity Project was happy to welcome… 

 

Grace Davie 

 

We were happy to host Grace Davie (University of Exeter) at the University of 

Ottawa as a visiting fellow funded by the Distinguished Visiting Researcher 

Program from March 1-22, 2013.  She gave a public lecture as part of our 

Critical Thinkers in Religion, Law and Social Theory series on March 7 entitled 

“A European Perspective on Religion and Welfare:  Connections, Reflections 

and Extensions.” Additionally, Grace conducted a Professional Development 

Workshop for Graduate Students: “Getting from here to there: Steps on a 

career path” and was involved in an internode research meeting with Religion 
and Diversity Project team members at the University of Montréal where she 

presented “Discerning and Explaining Pattern.”  

 

Sarah-Jane Page 

 

From September 2-14, 2013, Sarah-Jane Page (Aston University) was a visiting scholar at the University 

of Ottawa. During her fellowship, Sarah-Jane gave a public 

lecture as part of our Building Bridges: Lunch and Learn 

series entitled “‘Gender Equality’ as Empty Signifier? 

Understanding Perceptions of the Gendered Division of 

Labour from Religious Young Adults Living in the UK.” 

She also conducted a Professional Development 

Workshop for Graduate Students on the subject of 

“Getting in the Habit: Skills for Writing Well and Staying 

Motivated”. Sarah-Jane participated in a research cluster 

on Youth, Religion and Identity, gave a talk at the 

University of Montréal (“Researching Religion using Video 

Diaries: Reflections on the Religion, Youth and Sexuality 

Project” September 10, 2013) and presented in a graduate 

seminar at Queen’s University on September 11, 2013.  

 

 We are happy to have Teemu Taira (University of Turku), Elizabeth Poole (Keele University) and 

Anna Halafoff (Deakin University) join us this fall in our annual team meeting and project 

workshops.  
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Workshop Reports  
 

Living with Religious Diversity 

 

Held in Delhi, India from February 18-19, 2013, this two day international seminar was a wonderful success 
as a follow-up to the 2010 Ottawa workshop, “Multiculturalism 

and Religious Identity”. Co-sponsored and funded by SSHRC 

and the University of Ottawa, the seminar was hosted by the 

India International Centre in Delhi. Organized by Sonia Sikka 

(University of Ottawa), Lori G. Beaman (University of Ottawa), 

and Bindu Puri (University of Delhi), the seminar brought 

together scholars from India, Canada, the United States and the 

United Kingdom to share research on a comparative level in an 

effort to explore the challenges and opportunities of religious 

diversity in the two countries. Five panels considered a range of 

topics including negotiations of difference, postcolonial issues, 

religion and caste, and state policies. Participants were asked to 

reflect on questions such as, “How are the relationships 

between religions conceptualized and adjudicated?” and “What 

might be the implications of looking at similarities rather than 

difference?” For a more detailed account of events, visit the 

Living with Religious Diversity website (http://www.livingwith 

religiousdiversity.com/) for abstracts, photos and videos and to 

read the workshop report (http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/projects-and-results/living-religious-diversity/).  

 

Let’s Talk! Interprofessional Dialogue at the Intersections of Religion, Diversity, and 

Healthcare 

 

This day-long workshop held at the University of Ottawa on March 28, 2013, was funded by the Religion 

and Diversity Project and sponsored by the LOEB Chair and Research Consortium in Organ and Tissue 

Donation and organized by Rukhsana Ahmed. Bringing together top medical and nursing faculty, 

practitioners, patient advocates, and religious studies scholars from across Canada gave this workshop 

unique and engaging discussions. The main question sought to be explored was: What roles do diversity, 

and religious beliefs and practices play in health and healing, and medical decision-making? The intersections 

of religion, diversity, and healthcare are understudied which made this event an important outlet for the 
presentation of current research and a thorough discussion of best practices. Presentations touched on the 

definitions of death and the mythological status of the heart; research that utilized photovoice and 

ethnodrama as unique qualitative visual methodologies; diversity and equity issues within medical education; 

home-health care workers’ experiences of dealing with religio-spiritual dimensions within the homes of 

patients; religion’s role in HIV treatment in Congo; and, the role of prayer and spirituality as sources of 

strength for African Canadian communities in the face of racism within the healthcare sphere. The 

workshop succeeded as it achieved its initial objective of fostering an environment for interprofessional 

scholarly dialogues where collaborative approaches could be created to solve the complex dynamics of 

religious, cultural, and ethnic diversity issues in healthcare. The full workshop report can be read here: 

(http://religionanddiversity.ca/media/uploads/let%27s_talk_workshop_report_2013.pdf). 

 

http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/projects-and-results/living-religious-diversity/
http://religionanddiversity.ca/media/uploads/let%27s_talk_workshop_report_2013.pdf
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The Study of Religion in Atlantic Canada: Diverse 

Disciplines, Theories, Methods, and Contexts 

 

The second workshop on the study of religion in Atlantic Canada 

which was designed to bring faculty and students in the region 

together to share their experiences of collaborative and 

multidisciplinary research on religion was held at Saint Mary’s 

University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, from May 28-29, 2013. 

Organized by Paul Bowlby, Nancy Nason-Clark, Sam Reimer, 

Rubina Ramji, and Cathy Holtmann and funded by the Religion 

and Diversity Project, Saint Mary’s University, the University of 

New Brunswick, and the University of Prince Edward Island 

Centre for Christianity and Culture, this follow-up workshop 

offered space for networking and research dialogue. The 

workshop’s objective was to showcase ongoing research and to 

explore possible ways for improving networking among scholars 
of religion in Atlantic provinces. Twelve student papers were 

presented and two faculty panels on multidisciplinary research 

capacity and teaching about religious diversity were held. Student paper presentations topics included 

contemporary Acadian identity, the Five Percenters and Islam, everyday negotiations of Muslims in St. 

John’s Newfoundland, Hindu Aghori asceticism, domestic violence among Christian and Muslim immigrant 

women in the Maritimes, an analysis of violence in the Mahabharata, Hindu widows in Newfoundland and 

historic Jewish religious nationalism. For more information, including details on an interview by CBC’s 

Information Morning in Halifax with Nancy Nason-Clark, read the full workshop report here: 

(http://religionanddiversity.ca/media /uploads/2013_atlantic _canada_workshop_report_%28web%29.pdf).  

 

 

Graduate Student Workshop Series 2  

 

The first series of graduate student workshops concluded in 2012.  They were a terrific success, creating an 

engaged cohort of graduate students within the project and we know the same will be true of our second 

series. The first module of our second workshop series will be held at the University of Ottawa, November 

4-5, 2013, and will be facilitated by Kim Knott (Lancaster University). Student participants in series two are: 

Alyshea Cummins, Christine Cusack Lebeau, Mohamed Fadil, Paul Gareau, Stéphanie Gravel, Jordan Palmer, 

Matthew Riddett and Giomny Ruiz Fernandez.    

 

The workshops will offer student participants the opportunity to examine intellectual directions related to 

religion and diversity using a multi and inter disciplinary approach.  

 
Stay connected to student activities by visiting the Religion and Diversity Project Student Caucus Facebook page: 

(https://www.facebook.com/pages/Religion-and-Diversity-Project-Student-Caucus/171764062871786?ref=hl).  

   

 

 

 

 

http://religionanddiversity.ca/media%20/uploads/2013_atlantic%20_canada_workshop_report_%28web%29.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Religion-and-Diversity-Project-Student-Caucus/171764062871786?ref=hl
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Must Attend Events 

 

We continue to have the privilege of welcoming outstanding guests to share their knowledge with us, other 

faculty members, students and some community members as part of on-campus public lectures including 

those in the Critical Thinkers in Religion, Law and Social Theory series at the University of Ottawa.  

 

 

Public Lectures (2013 – 2014)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our website to learn more about upcoming lectures: (http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/must-attend-events/).  

 

 September 5, 2013 

Sarah-Jane Page (Aston University): ‘Gender Equality’ as Empty Signifier? 

Understanding Perceptions of the Gendered Division of Labour from Religious 

Young Adults Living in the UK. 

 

 October 24, 2013  

Paula Fredriksen (Boston University): Paul, Practical Pluralism, and the 

Invention of Religious Persecution in Roman Antiquity.  

 

 

 October 31, 2013  

Linda Woodhead (Lancaster University): Four Reasons why Religion has 

Changed and Will Never be the Same Again. 

 

 November 4, 2013  

Adam Dinham (Goldsmiths, University of London): Religious Literacy 

Recovered: Talking Well About Religion After a Century of Secularism. 

 

 

 January 16, 2014  

Michèle Lamont (Harvard University): Groupness and the Fight for 

Respect: Responses to Stigmatization among African-Americans, Black 

Brazilians, Ethiopian Jews, Mizrachis, and Arab Israelis. 
 

 

 

 March 20, 2014 

Paula Montero (University of São Paulo): Secularism’s Dependency, 

Religion’s Necessity. 

 

http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/must-attend-events/
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Graduate Research Grant Reports 
These grants provided financial support for graduate students supervised by a Religion and Diversity 

Project team member to help them conduct original research (e.g. fieldwork or archival research) 

related to their own graduate research and within the parameters of the Religion and Diversity Project. 

Read how the grants have helped the students in their research. 

 

Justin Stein 

 

The History of the Growing Number of Canadians who Identify as “Spiritual, but not 

Religious” 

 

Justin Stein, who is completing his PhD at the University of Toronto under the 

supervision of Pamela Klassen, was granted a Graduate Research Grant in 

order to complete a field study in British Colombia. Justin traveled to British 

Columbia, in July 2013, to collect oral histories from the last living members of 

the first generation of Canadian Reiki practitioners, including two of the first 

non-Japanese people to ever be authorized to teach Reiki. These interviews were crucial to his 

doctoral dissertation and the history of the growing number of Canadians who identify as “spiritual, 

but not religious.” 

 

His grant from the Religion and Diversity Project allowed him to travel to Vancouver Island and Cortes 

Island to conduct in-depth interviews with four Reiki Masters, including the two surviving Masters 

initiated by Takata and a third who also received initiations from Takata. These Masters’ recollections 

about their experiences with Reiki in late 1970s British Columbia and their descriptions of their 

experiences with Reiki over the last thirty-five years represent an important data set for his research 
and he is grateful to the Religion and Diversity Project for the opportunity to 

undertake this fieldwork, which is an essential component of his dissertation 

research.  

 

Giomny H. Ruiz 

 

Religion, médias et identité. L’intégration des jeunes immigrants cubains de première 

génération au Canada 

 

Giomny H. Ruiz, a PhD student supervised by Solange Lefebvre at the 

University of Montréal, was granted a Graduate Research Grant in order to 

travel to Cuba and do exploratory fieldwork to assist in solidifying the 

methodological basis of his doctoral project.  Taking into account that Cuba is still under a communist 

regime and that accessing information continues to be particularly difficult (access to scientific data 

through Internet is almost impossible), it was important for Giomny to travel to Havana, Cuba in order 

to consult important bibliographical resources available at the Cuban National, the Central Library of 

the University of Havana, the Fernando Ortiz Foundation, and the Cuban Institute of Literature and 

Linguistics. Giomny conducted five qualitative interviews with professional Cubans from Havana that 

were granted Skilled Worker immigration status by Citizenship and Immigration Canada, but that were 

still awaiting their visas. The participants agreed to be interviewed again in Canada, in 2015.  
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Adam Lyons 

 

Contemporary Japanese Religions and the Law 

 

Adam Lyons, a PhD student at Harvard University, is working 

on religion and law in modern Japan under the supervision of 

Team Member Winnifred F. Sullivan. This summer, with the 

help of the Religion and Diversity Project’s Grant, Adam was able 

to travel to Kyoto, Japan to conduct preliminary dissertation 

research at Ryukoku University. His dissertation deals with 

prison chaplaincy in Japan - a rich field of inquiry at the 

intersection of criminal law and religious proselytization that 

remains untouched in Western research literature. Adam’s 

work entails a historical study covering the period from 1872, 

when modern prisons and chaplaincy were introduced to 

Japan, until present day. Over the summer, he surveyed 
relevant academic literature and compiled a foundational bibliography using the materials of Ryukoku 

University’s Ōmiya Library. This archival research builds on site visits to prisons and interviews with 

chaplains that he began conducting last year. Adam has pieced together a historical narrative that 

elucidates themes which have been constant since chaplaincy was introduced to Japan. 

Stay tuned for more GRG recipient research reports in our next issue! 

Religion and Diversity Project Website 
 

The Religion and Diversity Project website is now available in French! 
Le site web du Projet religion et diversité est maintenant disponible en français! 

 

Pour accéder à notre liste de nouvelles et d’événements : (http://religionanddiversity.ca/fr/). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://religionanddiversity.ca/fr/
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 Growing Up 

Canadian: Muslims, 

Hindus, Buddhists 
Peter Beyer and Rubina 

Ramji  

(McGill-Queen's University 

Press, 2013) 

  
Strengthening Families 

and Ending Abuse  

 
Nancy Nason-Clark, Barbara 

Fisher-Townsend, Victoria 

Fahlberg 

(Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2013) 

 The Cop and the 

Sociologist: 

Investigating Diversity 

in German Police 

Forces 

Barbara Thériault  

(Transcript, 2013) 

 

Legal Pluralism and Shari’a 
Law 

 
Adam Possamai, James T. 

Richardson, Bryan S Turner 

(Routledge, 2013) 

James Richardson was named President-Elect of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion (2013). 

Prema Kurien received the National Science Foundation award for her project entitled "Political Incorporation of Minorities in Canada 

and the United States.” 

Jean-François Gaudreault-Desbiens was awarded the Advocatus Emeritus distinction by the Barreau du Québec. 

Rubina Ramji was awarded a multi-investigator SSHRC Insight Grant (2013-2017) for her project entitled "New Muslim public spheres 

in the digital age: identity, community, diversity and authority in Canada." 

Gary Bouma was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia for services to Sociology, to Interfaith Dialogue & Relations and to the 

Anglican Church at the Government House in Melbourne on April 14, 2013. 

Pamela Klassen won the American Academy of Religion Award of Excellence in Analytical-Descriptive Studies for Spirits of 

Protestantism: Medicine, Healing, and Liberal Christianity. 

Richard Moon received the 2013 Mary Lou Dietz Equity Leadership Award from the Status of Women, Diversity, and Equity Action 

Committee of the Windsor University Faculty Association. 

Linda Woodhead was awarded a Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE). 

Student team member Geoff Conrad (supervised by Benjamin Berger) was awarded the Lt. Governor’s Silver Medal for best master’s 

thesis at the University of Victoria.   
Congratulations to all! 

Special Mentions  
Here are only a few of the many congratulatory remarks that must be said of our Team Members.  

 

Reading Corner 
Written by our team members – add them to your reading list.   
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Contact Us 

Share your news with us.  

Religion and Diversity Project 

University of Ottawa 

Department of Classics and 

Religious Studies 

55 Laurier Avenue, Room 10101 

Ottawa, ON K1N 6N5 

Phone: 613.562.5800 ext. 2662 

Email: info@religionanddiversity.ca 

 

Visit us online at: 

www.religionanddiversity.ca 
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