Bibliographies on Muslim Women and Domestic Violence:

The following bibliography is a result of a graduate students’ work as a research
assistant. Dr. Nancy Nason-Clark asked the student to conduct thorough research on the
available empirical peer-reviewed publications on the topic of Muslim women and
domestic violence. More specifically, Dr. Nason-Clark was interested in investigating the
experiences of Muslim women living in Canada with shelters for victims of domestic
violence. The purpose of the following list is meant to be a broad introduction to key
resources related to the topic of Muslim women and domestic violence with a focus on
the Canadian context.

The goal of the materials compiled in this bibliography came as a result of
attempting to recognize the relationship between Muslim women, their experiences of
domestic violence, and their desire to seek external resources to help cope with their
situation. The hope of gathering this literature was to increase our understanding of the
relationship between religion and perceptions of domestic violence for women of the
Muslim faith. We quickly realized the difficulty in finding Canadian based articles of
empirical studies conducted within the Canadian context. More specifically, the gap
seemed to be largest when investigating the issue of Muslim women’s experiences with
battered women shelters in Canada. There should be mention that the bibliography is
limited to articles in an attempt to make the information concise, yet easily accessible. If
individuals are looking for greater depth and detail, then a book search should be
conducted in addition to the articles listed; particularly the work of Lori Beaman (2007;
2006).

There are many areas relating to domestic violence and Muslim women that could
be explored. As a result, the research of the literature was done in phases. In the
beginning, the task of the researcher was to find material consisting of empirical studies
for Muslim women’s experiences with domestic violence and abuse shelters in Canada.
To provide a broader spectrum of the situation, the bibliography developed into multiple
areas surrounding the experience of domestic violence for Muslim women including
articles from other countries, other religious groups that may serve for comparison, and
other resources besides shelters that could be offered to Muslim women in violent
situations.

The first bibliography consists of articles focused on the study of domestic
violence, intimate partner violence, and resources available within the Canadian context.
The second section relates to articles that specifically addressed the topic of battered
women shelters. After which, a section is dedicated to articles that are specifically
focused on the experience and perceptions of Muslim women and instances of domestic
violence — this list is not limited to Canadian articles. A short list of articles exploring the
experiences of Jewish women’s experiences relating to domestic violence is also included
to be used for comparison with Muslim women’s experiences. Finally, the last section of
this bibliography is based on general articles that were collected in an attempt to help the
researchers assess the severity of the gap that has been identified in the literature. These



articles range in scope and focus and are meant to be a contribution to the general
overview of the topic of domestic violence and religion.

Canada Based:

How are Canadian and Muslim-Canadian women experiencing domestic violence?
What sorts of strategies to address intimate partner violence are being adopted?

Social psychologists also hold some interest in the experiences of Muslim women
living in Canada and facing instances of domestic violence. A good example of this
interest is found in Ali and Toner’s (2001) study that was designed to assess attitudes
toward wife abuse within a Canadian context. Many groups have special religious and
cultural circumstances for women of diverse religious background within the Canadian
context; and Muslim women are no exception (Loza, 2010).

There is particular stress placed on individuals working in the social services
agencies when trying to find a balance in the provision of culturally sensitive service
throughout all policies and mandates (Graham et al., 2010 provides a Canadian example).
This is particularly important to explore in relation to services and resources available for
women experiencing domestic and intimate partner violence. Social workers are
particularly exposed to the complexities of dealing with cultural sensitivity and designing
care programs that provide proper care for Muslim women (Graham et al., 2008; Hall,
2011).

Canadian public policy is another area where particular care must be paid to
cultural and religious diversity within the nation (Paterson, 2011; Paterson, 2009). We
need to rethink traditional policies and procedures at all levels to increase multicultural
understanding and focus (Haque, 2010).
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Shelter Experiences:

How do Muslim women describe usage and experiences of domestic violence
shelters? How do domestic violence shelters prepare to receive Muslim women?

Shelters need to have multicultural team building in order to have staff that has
been given proper training to respect religious and cultural beliefs of Muslim women if
they do in fact choose to seek shelter services. Blitz and Illidge (2006) provide an
American account of racism in domestic violence shelters due to insufficient cultural
sensitivity approaches and provides a useful framework to explore such situations within
the Canadian context.
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Muslim Women articles:

There are specific relations between religion, state power and domestic violence
occurring in societies dominated by the Muslim faith, and understanding these situations
is vital to understanding the situation and beliefs for Muslim women suffering from
domestic violence in the Canadian-Muslim context. Part of this understanding includes
informing researchers about the situation in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia; Hajjar
(2004) provides a concise understanding of some of these issues surrounding state-power,
religion, and domestic violence in these contexts. Another area of concern for both the
Canadian and global context is the service utilization (Abu-Ras, 2007) trends and the
cultural construct of sexual violence for Muslim women (Ahmed et al., 2009). How these
two factors contribute to roadblocks to resources for Muslim women is also important
(see Alkhateeb et al., 2001).

A comparison between perceptions of domestic violence and religious affiliation
as a coping mechanism of Christian and Muslim faiths is crucial to understanding the
backdrop of the Canadian context (Fischer et al., 2010). Muslim religion is notable as a
fast growing religious representation, Canadian survey data indicates that 3.2% of the
population identifies as being of Muslim faith (Religions in Canada, Census 2011), an
increase of 1% since the 2001 Census. Understanding the differences and similarities
between perceptions and coping mechanisms of these two groups is crucial to providing
adequate and efficient resources to aid women experiencing instances of domestic
violence.
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Jewish related articles:

How do experiences of domestic violence and seeking help for Muslim women
compare to those of Jewish women?

There are similarities between cultural and religious experiences and expectations
for women of both the Jewish and Muslim faiths. Most noticeable is the attitude of non-
existence of domestic violence and intimate partner violence within both religious groups
(see Altfeld, 2005 and Ali and Toner, 2001 for comparison). There is also some similar
discussion of experiences within Jewish community and group interventions that bare
some resemblance to arguments found in Muslim women’s literature (Buchbinder and
Winterstein, 2003). Articles investigating instances within the Jewish faith also discuss
the tendency of women in their religion to adopt an attitude of forgiveness and in some
situations even forgetting about the harm that has been caused (Band-Winterstein et al.,
2010; Monheit, 2004).
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General articles on topic of domestic violence:

How do diverse religions and religious organizations perceive domestic violence?
What are some of the experiences being reported about the interconnectedness
between religion and domestic violence from women who have lived through violent
situations?

The final list is meant to provide a starting point for diverse stakeholders looking
to inform themselves on the general topic of domestic violence. The topics covered in
these resources range from perceptions of domestic violence and appropriate resources
with spiritual guidance (Gillum et al., 2006; Beaman, 2012, Bent-Goodley et al., 2006;
Copel, 2008) to the strategies adopted by older women and their experiences of domestic
violence (Band-Winterstein et al., 2010; Buchbinder and Winterstein 2003), to the
influence of domestic violence on health and wellness of women (Bent-Goodley, 2007;
Rodriguez et al., 2009).

Furthermore, this list also provides key starting points for individuals wanting to
inform themselves about the importance and diverse roles of religion and spirituality in
relation to experiences of domestic violence (Beaman, 2012; Bent-Goodley and Fowler,
2007, 2006; Galen, 2012; Gillume et al.,, 2006). Understanding the cultural and
behavioural expectations and attitudes towards domestic violence for different religious
groups is important for all individuals interested in the study of issues related to domestic
violence; the articles below were compiled as a result of researchers wanting to make
general and key articles known for those looking to develop general knowledge on the
topic.
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