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The Bulletin for the Study of Religion

The March 2016 issue (Volume 45, Number 1) of the Bulletin for the Study or Religion, edited by Re-
search Associate Arlene Macdonald, features articles on the Religion and Diversity Project and on 
the research led by our team members.   

The articles featured in this issue include: 

• Religious Diversity: Transitions, Intersections, Flashpoints and Institutions, by Lori G. Beaman
• The Religion and Diversity Project: Facts and Figures, by Tess Campeau
• Measuring Religious Identity Differently: A Canadian Survey Study, by Peter Beyer, Alyshea Cummins 
 and Scott Craig
• Religion, Gender and Sexuality among Youth in Canada: Some Preliminary Findings, by Pamela    
 Dickey Young, Heather Shipley and Ian A. Cuthbertson
• Picturing Religious Diversity: Active Learning Pedagogy and Visual Methods, by Cathy Holtmann and  
 Nancy Nason-Clark
•• Tips for Connecting Your Research with the Media, by Kim Knott and Solange Lefebvre
• Aims and Approaches: An interview with Religion and Diversity Project Director Lori Beaman, by    
 Arlene Macdonald

          
          The March 2016 issue of the Bulletin for the Study or Religion is available at :      
          https://journals.equinoxpub.com/index.php/BSOR/

Project Updates and Research News 
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Project Director Lori G. 
Beaman and Team 
Member James T. Richard-
son participated in the In-
ternational Conference on 
Religions and Human 
Rights that took place 
from April 14-15, 2016 in 
Padua, Italy. “The aim of 
the international confer-
ence was to take stock of 
the complex connections 
between religion and 
human rights, emphasiz
ing that both the defini-
tion and the application of 
these two concepts are in-
fluenced by the different 
social and cultural con-
texts within which they 
are placed.”

A number of team members 
and student team members 
attended the 2016 Canadian 
Society for the Study of Reli-
gion Annual Meeting that was 
held during the 2016 Congress 
of the Humanities and Social 
SciencesSciences in Calgary, Alberta 
from May 28-31, 2016. This 
included Team Members Paul 
Bramadat, Rubina Ramji, 
Samuel Reimer, Michael 
Wilkinson, Student Team 
Members Zaheeda Alibhai, 
ScottScott Craig, Alyshea Cum-
mins, Ian A. Cuthbertson, 
Paul Gareau, Qamer Hameed, 
Aldea Mulhern, Keelin Pring-
nitz, Steven Tomlins, and Re-
search Associate Arlene Mac-
donald

The 84th ACFAS Congress 
at the Université du 
Québec à Montréal 
(UQAM) featured presenta-
tions from our Team Mem-
bers Valérie Amiraux and 
Solange Lefebvre, Student 
Team Members Karel J. 
Leyva, Emilie Audy, and 
Samuel Blouin, and Post-
doctoral Fellows Sara Tein-
turier and Monica Grigore. 
This multidisciplinary 
gathering of the franco
phone scientific commu-
nity was held from May 
9-13, 2016. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (AAR), held from November 21-24, 2015, 
in Atlanta Georgia, included the participation of Team Members Pamela Klassen and Winnifred F. 
Sullivan and Student Team Members Cimminnee Holt, Aldea Mulhern, and Justin Stein. They acted 
as responders, panelists and presenters during several sessions that explored themes such as religion 
in America, social sciences, law, culture and secularism. 

Our team members are actively involved in a wide range of meetings of professional asso-
ciations, including:

Learning and Networking  -  Meetings and Conferences
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October 28-30, 2016
       2016 Society for the Scientific Study of Religion (SSSR) Annual Meetings, Atlanta, Georgia
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This annual meeting featured the following events: 

• Presentations on project updates by Pamela Dickey Young and Peter Beyer
• Presentations on new initiatives by Solange Lefebvre, Rukhsana Ahmed, and Paul Bramadat
• A roundtable on “Varieties of ‘Religion’: Perspectives from Multiple Sites” with Winnifred Sullivan, Wil-
liam C. James, Helge Årsheim, and Benjamin Berger
• A panel on “Digital Humanities: Practical Tips and Applications” with Pamela Klassen, Solange Lefebvre, 
and Catherine Holtmann
• Research results presentations by Barbara Thériault, and Postdoctoral Fellows May Al-Fartousi and 
Monica Grigore
• A panel on “What Do and Should We Know About Religion and Education?” with Linda Woodhead,  
Postdoctoral Fellow Sara Teinturier, and Student Team Member Christine Cusack
•• A case study on “Religion and Education” with Paul Bramadat, Bruce Ryder and Project Manager Heath-
er Shipley
• A special presentation by invited guests Adam Dinham and Chris Baker
• Invited guests also included Teemu Taira, who led the Graduate Student Workshop May 3-4 
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For a complete list of the lectures organised by 
the Project’s nodes, please see:
University of Ottawa: 
http://religionanddiversity.ca/en/must-attend-
events/
Université de Montréal: 
http://www.crcs.umontreal.ca/evenements/inde
x.html
University of Victoria: 
http://csrs.uvic.ca/events/index.php

Past and upcoming lectures organised by the Project’s three research nodes, the University of Ottawa, 
the Université de Montréal and the University of Victoria, include: 

University of Ottawa, Critical Thinkers in Religion Law and Social Theory Lecture Series

Mary Jo Neitz (University of Missouri), January 28, 2016
   Religion and Emotion: Advancing a New Framework for Understanding Religious Cultures

Robert Orsi (Northwestern University), September 29, 2016

University of Ottawa, Building Bridges: Lunch and Learn Lecture Series

Brother Guy Consolmagno (Vatican Observatory), February 11, 2016
    God’s Mechanics: The Religious Life of Techies

University of Montréal, Conférences aux Belles Soirées

Massimo Introvigne (Salesian Pontifical University), March 21, 2016
   Le Grand Spirituel. L’influence des nouveaux mouvements religieux et de l’ésotérisme sur l’art moderne

James A. Beckford (University of Warwick), April 27, 2016
   Le religieux et le social : contradiction ou tautologie?

University of Victoria, The CSRS Weekly Lecture Series

Anne Anne Williams (University of Virginia), January 21, 2016
   Satirizing the Sacred in Early Modern Art: The Power of Humor in the Cult of Saint Joseph

Tom Saunders (University of Victoria), February 4, 2016
   History, Faith & Preferred Futures

David Seljak (St. Jerome’s University), February 18, 2016
   The Pope, the Poor and the Planet: Francis on the Tyranny of Money

Andrew Gow (University of Alberta), Lansdowne Lecture, February 25, 2016
      Secularism: A ‘Work in Progress’ or an Ideological Obfuscation?

Melia Belli Bose (University of Texas at Arlington), March 24, 2016
   Buddhism, Caste, and Art in an Egalitarian India

Lynne Marks (University of Victoria), April 7, 2016
   Feminism, Family and Faith: Tensions between Mainstream Feminists and Immigrant Activist Women Regarding    
   Questions of Family, Motherhood and Religion, 1970-1990

To watch the videos of pre-
vious lectures, visit our 
YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/u
ser/RelDivProject/

Lectures
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The Patterns of Governing Religion website is available at the following link: 
http://patternsofgoverningreligion.weebly.com/about.html

This website developed by Lori G. Beaman, Marianne Abou-Hamad and Tess Campeau features re-
search and reports from the following research projects: 

• Religion and Diversity Project, 2010-2017, Lori G. Beaman, Director
• Religion and Society Research Programme, 2007-2013, Linda Woodhead, Director
• Impact of Religion, 2008-2018, Per Pettersson, Director
• Religions, the State, and Society, National Research Programme NRP 58, 2007, Christoph Boch-
 inger, President of the Steering Committee
• NOREL, 2009-2013, Inger Furseth, Project Director
• RELIGARE, 2010-2013, Marie-Claire Foblets, Project Coordinator
• WRERU, Est. 1994, Leslie Francis, Director
• REDCo, 2006-2009, Wolfram Weisse, Project Coordinator
• Politics of Religious Freedom, 2011-2014, Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, Peter Danchin, Winnifred F.  
 Sullivan, and Saba Mahmood, Project Team
• Religion and Human Rights, 2012-2019 Hans-Georg Ziebertz, Coordinator

As part of the “Patterns of Governing Religion” project funded by the University of Ottawa’s In-
ternational Research Acceleration Program (IRAP) and led by Lori G. Beaman and Marie-Claire 
Foblets (Co-Investigators), a collaborative website was created to bring together the results of mul-
tiple major research projects from around the world. The various research findings have been orga-
nized by thematic categories that allow for the centralized access of reports and publications that 
have been generated on similar topics. The website is ongoing and we welcome suggestions and con-
tributions.

Patterns of Governing Religion Website
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Congratulations !

Storming Zion: Government Raids of Religious 
Communities, by Stuart A. Wright and Susan J. 
Palmer (Oxford University Press, 2015) 

Réguler le religieux dans les sociétés liberales : Les 
nouveaux défis, edited by Amélie Barras, Fran-
çois Dermange, and Sarah Nicolet (Labor et 
Fides, 2016)

Migration and Religion, Volume 1, edited by 
James A. Beckford (Edward Elgar Publishing, 
2016)

L’Islam. Regards en coins, edited by Samia 
Amor, Mohamed Fadil, and Patrice Brodeur 
(Presses de l’Université Laval, 2015)

Salomé et les hommes en noir, by Valérie Amiraux 
and illustrated by Francis Desharnais (Bayard, 
2015)

Law’s Religion: Religious Difference and the 
Claims of Constitutionalism, by Benjamin 
Berger (University of Toronto Press, 2015)

TThat Was The Church That Was: How the Church 
of England Lost the English People, by Andrew 
Brown  and Linda Woodhead (Bloomsbury Pub-
lishing, 2016)

Islamic and Jewish Legal Reasoning: Encounter-
ing Our Legal Other, edited by Anver Emon 
(Oneworld Publications, 2016)

Reading Corner

Rukhsana Ahmed edited a special issue (Fall 2015, Volume 8, Issue 2) of the Global Media Journal - Canadian Edition - Mul-
ticultural Media and Immigrant Integration. 

Jason Ellsworth, a Student Team Member supervised by Christopher Helland, received the 2016-2017 Religion and Diversity 
Project Graduate Student Grant.

Pascale Fournier received three awards this year: the Gloire de l’Escolle medal from Université Laval, the Capital Educa-
tors’ Award from the Ottawa Network for Education (ONFE) and an honorary feature on “Wall of Distinguished Gradu-
ates” of Cégep Garneau.

A new edition of the book by Kim Knott entitled Hinduism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2016) has 
been published. 

Our Student Team Member Bertrand Lavoie received the Alan B. Gold grant awarded by the University of Montreal’s Con-
seil de la Faculté de droit. 

Michael Wilkinson gave the Hollenweger Lecture at the Centre for Pentecostal-Charismatic Studies, University of Birming-
ham UK, on June 14, 2016. 

Linda Woodhead was named a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences (2016). 

Wish to add to your reading list? Here is a list of recent publications by our team members:
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Here are a few of the many accomplishments of our team members. 

Special Mentions
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Share your news with us! 

Religion and Diversity Project
Department of Classics and Religious Studies
University of Ottawa
55 Laurier Avenue East, Room 10101
Ottawa, ON K1N 6N5

Phone: Phone: 613.562.5800 ext. 2662
Email: info@religionanddiversity.ca

Visit us: www.religionanddiversity.ca/en/

Like us: Religion and Diversity Project 
Student Caucus

Follow us: @RDiversity

Subscribe: RelDivProject

Stakeholders

Partners
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Research Nodes

Winter 2015|Volume 4|Issue 2
Hivers 2015 |Volume 4 | Numéro 2
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