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Letter from the Director

As always, there is so much to report on in our newsletter that including it all is a challenge. Heading into the
seventh year of the project, the momentum that has been gathering since the beginning is moving us forward
with tremendous speed.

Team members, postdoctoral fellows and students continue to develop new initiatives to engage across multiple
dimensions of the Religion and Diversity Project and continuing projects are finalizing their data collection and
reporting. The project website has evolved considerably over the years and serves as a repository for all of the
events, projects, publications and spinoffs stemming from the creative academic work of our team.

Based on the tremendous success of the first two Graduate Student Workshop Series, a third series has been orga-
nized; Mary Jo Neitz (University of Missouri) led the initial meeting in February 2016 and Teemu Taira
(University of Helsinki) facilitated the second meeting in May 2016 (more details can be found on page 7). The
workshop series provide Religion and Diversity Project student team members with a unique opportunity for
both professional development and networking opportunities.

Our sixth annual team meeting in Montréal this May offered space for project updates on some of our ongoing ini-
tiatives (Religion, Gender and Sexuality among Youth in Canada and the Religious and Cultural Identity proj-
ect) and included presentations on new projects (Cascadian Spirituality; Radicalisation et contre/dé-radicalisa-
tion; Religion and Organ Donation). Postdoctoral fellows May Al-Fartousi, Monica Grigore and Sara Teinturier
presented the team with their fellowship research. Special guests Adam Dinham (Goldsmiths, University of
London) and Christopher Baker (University of Chester) gave a half day workshop on their project “Reimagining
Religion and Belief for Public Policy and Practice.”

Our one day workshop grants have assisted with funding for recently completed workshops including “New Reli-
gious Movements and Media” (Montréal, Solange Lefebvre), and future workshops such as « Regarder en socio-
logues » (Montréal, Barbara Thériault), “When Prayers Are Not Enough” (Fredericton, Nancy Nason-Clark and
Cathy Holtmann) and “Re-storying Canada” (Ottawa, Pamela Klassen).

I am also pleased to announce that the Religion and Diversity Project has been featured in a special issue of the

Bulletin for the Study of Religion, edited by Research Associate Arlene Macdonald (more details on page 3).

Please enjoy this latest issue of the project newsletter; additional details are always available on the Project web-
site.
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Lettre de la Directrice

Comme toujours. un des plus grands défis dans la créa-
tion de ce bulletin d’information est l'inclusion de
toutes les activités et de tous les éléments dignes de
mention. L.’élan qui prend de 'ampleur depuis le début
(il] I_ll'lij('-‘ (:U]Ili]lllc [{0 1nous ]}l'[}l]l] IS"]' Vers ]ell\"il]ll dﬂllﬁ
cette premiére phase de notre septiéme année.
Nos membres d"éqnipc. boursiers postdoctoraux et étu-
diants continuent de développer des nouvelles initia-
tives pour interpeller la participation d’autrui, et ce, a
travers les multiples dimensions du Projet religion et di-
versité. Les chercheurs ceuvrant au sein de projets en
cours, terminent actuellement la collecte et I'analyse
des données. Le site web du projet a évolué de fagon
marquée au fil des années. et sert de dépot central pour
tous les événements, les publications et les projets par-
alléles qui vu le jour grace a la créativité des membres

de notre équipe.

Une troisiéme série d’ateliers pour étudiants gradués a
é1é organisée, suite a 'immense succés des deux pre-
miers ateliers. Mary Jo Neitz (Université de Missouri) a
dirigé la rencontre initiale en février 2016 et Teemu
Taira (Université de Helsinki) en a fait tout autant
pour la seconde réunion qui a eu lieu en mai 2016 (les
détails se retrouvent a la page 7). Ces séries d’ateliers
ont donné la chance aux étudiants associés au Projet re-
ligion et diversité de développer leurs habilités professi-
onnelles tout en leur offrant la possibilité de « ré-
seauter» avec des spécialistes du domaine.
La sixiéme réunion annuelle, qui a eu lieu a Montréal au
mois de mai, nous a permis d’avoir une mise a jour des
projets qui sont en cours (La religion. le genre et la
sexualité chez les jeunes canadiens et canadiennes et Le
sondage sur les identités culturelles et religieuses).

Elle a également inclus des présentations touchant des pro-
jets entameés au cours de la derniére année (Cascadian Spiri-
tuality: Radicalisation et contre/dé-radicalisation; Reli-
gion and Organ Donation). Les boursiéres postdoctorales
May Al-Fartousi, Monica Grigore et Sara Teinturier ont
présenté leurs recherches postdoctorales. Finalement, des
invités spéciaux, Adam Dinham (Goldsmiths, Université
de Londres) et Christopher Baker (Université de Chester)
ont organisé un atelier d’un jour sur leur projet intitulé «
Reimagining Religion and Belief for Public Policy and
Practice ».

Les bourses qui ont été octroyées pour mettre sur pied des
ateliers d’un jour ont contribué au financement des ateliers
suivants : « New Religious Movements and Media »
(Montréal. Solange Lefebvre), « Regarder en sociologues »
(Montréal, Barbara Thériault), « When Prayers Are Not
Enough » (Fredericton. Naney Nason-Clark et Cathy Holt-
mann) et « Re-storying Canada » (Ottawa. Pamela Klas-
sen).

Je suis également ravie d’annoncer que le Projet religion et
diversité a fait la manchette d’une édition spéciale du Bulle-
tin for the Study of Religion, sous la direction de notre as-
sociée de recherche, Arlene Macdonald (plus de détails sur
la page 3).

Profitez de ce numéro et visitez le site web du projet pour
des mises a jour et pour de plus amples renseignements

(http://religionanddiversity.ca/fr/).

Sincérement,

Lori G. Beaman

Project Director
Directrice de projet
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* Tips for Connecting Your Research with the Media, by Kim Knott and Solange Lefebvre
* Aims and Approaches: An interview with Religion and Diversity Project Director Lort Beaman, by

Arlene Macdonald

The March 2016 issue of the Bulletin for the Study or Religion is available at :
https://journals.equinoxpub.com/index.php/BSOR/
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Project Updates and Research News

2014-2015 Graduate Student Grant Reports

The Religion and Diversity Project Graduate Research Grants provide financial support for graduate students su-
pervised by a Project team member to help them conduct original research related to their own graduate research and
within the parameters of the Project. Discover how these grants helped the students in their research.

Cimminnee Holt
A Tribe of Outsiders: A Study on the Church of Satan

In January of 2015. I travelled to Trondheim. Norway. to work with Jesper Aagard Petersen, one of the few experts in
my field. Our intensive collaboration was designed to cover two streams of related material: the broad field of “western
esotericism™ and the specific focus of my dissertation. the Church of Satan. The research conducted in Norway will be
immeasurably valuable for my doctoral dissertation. I am extremely grateful for the support provided by the Religion

and Diversity Project Graduate Research Grant,

Sara Ludin

Courts in the Age of the Reformations: Germany in the Sixteenth

Century
With the generous support of the Religion and Diversity Project’s Graduate
Research Grant. I traveled to Germany from January to March 2015 to un-
dertake archival research for my dissertation. It investigates how the Protes-
tant Reformation unfolded in German civil law courtrooms between 1520
and 1555. Through close readings of case files and related sources, the disser-
tation offers a genealogy of “religion™ as a modern legal category, informing;
contemporary debates on law, religion and secularism by unearthing both
the complexity and unruliness of this inherited category. Thanks to the
progress the research grant facilitated on this trip, I was able to return to
Germany in August and September 2015 to gather several dozen more case
files from nine other archives. 1 am hugely grateful to Winnifred F. Sulliva
and the Religion and Diversity Project for their support. “|

Alyshea Cummins
Redefining Islam in Canada: An Ismaili Muslim Movement

The Religion and Diversity Project Graduate Student Research Grant (RDP
GRG) was used to fund my research in Edmonton and Vancouver/Burnaby
(January 2016). where I successfully recruited over a dozen participants to
take my online survey measuring Canadian-Ismaili identity and participa-
tion. I have successfully recruited over 190 participants by attending
Jama’at Khanas (Edmonton, Vancouver/Burnaby, Ottawa. and Toronto),
promoting the survey through social media outlets, and snow-ball sampling
and at least 50 of these participants have offered to be interviewed further.
This research could not have been done without the financial support of the

RDP GRG.

Rosaria Maria Tagliente

La religion au quotidien. Ethnogra-
phie de la religion vécue dans le con-
texte urbain de Taranto ( lialie)

Grace au financement du Projet religion
et diversité. j'ai pu voyager pour me
rendre sur mon terrain. Cette expérience
a été trés enrichissante pour moi. aussi
bien du point de vue académique que
personnel,
m’a permis de m’immerger dans la vie

L’observation participante
des personnes observées. Je devais a lal
fois garder un regard vigilant d’enquéte,
mais a la fois me faire transporter par les
événements et partager entiérement les
expériences et les émotions des
étudiant.e.s. Je profite
I'ocecasion pour remercier mes directrices

enfin de

Barbara Theériault et Valérie Amiraus
pour leurs conseils, et le Projet religion e
diversité pour le soutien financier.
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