
 

 

Fact Sheet:  

 
Religion, Gender and Sexuality among Youth in Canada 

Pamela Dickey Young and Heather Shipley  

Innovation Funding Project, 2011-2016 

 
Project Description and Goals: 

The Religion, Gender and Sexuality Among Youth in Canada (RGSY) project collected information 

about how young adults (aged 18-25) living in Canada understood their religiosity, their gender, their 

sexuality and the relationships among these three categories. Data was compiled in three ways: from a 

web-based survey (closed July 2013); from interviews, and from video diaries (conducted 2013-2014). 

 

The project had four primary aims:  

 To explore the constructions and management strategies undertaken by young adults (aged 18-30) 
both religious and non-religious concerning their sexual identities, values, and choices;  

 To examine the significant social, cultural, and political factors that inform the above-mentioned 

processes;  

 To study how these young adults manage their religious, sexual, and gender identities;  

 To generate rich qualitative and quantitative data that will contribute new knowledge to academic 

and policy debates on religion, youth, sexuality, and gender.  

 

Methodology: 

a) Web-based survey aimed at youth aged 18-25 living in Canada 

b) Video diaries 

c) Interviews 

 

Student Involvement: 

 Ian Alexander Cuthbertson, Queen’s University  

 

Results: 

Data collection was completed and fully transcribed by 2015-2016.  Young and Shipley have coded all 

the data, presenting findings and publishing from the material as evidenced below.  Young and Shipley 

are currently working on the book manuscript, and will continue to report the research findings across 

multiple sites.   
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